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ISSUES - HEADLINES

In the MED region, two thirds of the population live in urban areas

By 2050, urban population will grow to 170 million in the countries on the north
basin and 300 million on the south & east

Inadequate infrastructures & services:
o Energy
o Environment (air quality)
o Waste

o Water
o Mobility
o Health issues

Buildings - Built Environment - Cities play a major role in tackling these challenges
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ENERGY - EMISSIONS
Buildings
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ENERGY - EMISSIONS
Buildings

(EU Climate Law)

LULUCF: Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry sector - C removals/sink (new forests, increased C stocks in existing forests); Reduction of emissions (reduce deforestation and forest degradation); C substitution (renewable source of energy 

replacing fossil fuel, wood replacing more carbon-intensive products) – links with other sectors

 Energy efficiency is a priority
 Limit climate change and overcome economic crisis
 Reduce GHG emissions in a cost effective way and thereby mitigate climate change
 Improve EU security of supply by reducing primary energy consumption and decreasing energy imports

EU’s commitment to global climate 
action under the Paris Agreement

EU aims to be climate-neutral by 2050 – an 
economy with net-zero GHG emissions

DECARBONIZE Power 
Generation, Buildings 

& other sectors

RENOVATE EXISTING BUILDINGS – Min Demand
Decarb Building Stock - Electrification

Becoming 
more ambitious

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/eu-action/european-green-deal/european-climate-law_en
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ISSUES – HEADLINES - SOLUTIONS

In the MED region, two thirds of the population live in urban areas

By 2050, urban population will grow to 170 million in the countries on the north
basin and 300 million on the south & east

Inadequate infrastructures & services:
o Energy
o Environment (air quality)
o Waste

o Water
o Mobility
o Health issues

Buildings - Built Environment - Cities play a major role in tackling these challenges

A sustainable approach to spatial planning & management in MED cities to develop 
effective policies, strategies and action plans to step up the capacity of cities to drive 
urban regeneration and progress towards climate neutrality and SUSTAINABILITY



Picture Credit: Carmen De la Cruz-Lovera et al., Sustainability 2017, 9(8), 1294; https://doi.org/10.3390/su9081294 

EMISSIONS RESOURCESECONOMY

SOCIETY-SOCIAL

ENERGY ENVIRONMENT

URBAN SYSTEMS

Manage a 
plethora of 

ISSUES-INDICATORS 6



SDGs - the blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/

POLICIES are in place … BUT … NEED ACTIONS
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/


POLICIES are in place … BUT … NEED ACTIONS

Connect the World-EU-National-Regional-Local levels
Account for local policies & contribution towards global goals

most effective at LOCAL LEVEL

EMISSIONS

RESOURCES

ECONOMY

SOCIETY-SOCIAL

ENERGY

ENVIRONMENT

URBAN SYSTEMS
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Have a COMMON LANGUAGE to understand each other

Support COMMON PERCEPTION of key sustainability issues

Set reliable, measurable-verifiable PERFORMANCE TARGETS, based on practical indicators

MONITOR PROGRESS towards common sustainability objectives

Facilitate TRANSFERRING of BEST PRACTICES; Learning from each other

Expedite transnational activities & collaborations

Harmonized Sustainability Assessment System
WHAT ?
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Develop a MULTISCALE (Building & Urban) & MULTICRITERIA (all sustainability
issues) ASSESSMENT SYSTEM to support DECISION MAKING

Improve the effectiveness of policies, action plans, planning

CONTEXTUALIZE assessment & rating to local priorities

Fit public administrations’ needs; SIMPLE to use, LOWER COST

SENSE OF LOCAL OWNERSHIP; Flexibility to ADAPT to local needs & priorities

 Synergies
 Sustainable solutions
 Large scale
 Opportunities
 Challenges - Complexities

Harmonized Sustainability Assessment System
HOW ?
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Generic Framework

STRUCTURE
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Support every step of the DECISION MAKING PROCESS
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PILOTS
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Jordan: Greater Irbid 
Municipality

Lebanon: Moukhtara
Municipality

Tunisia: Municipality of 
Sousse

Pilot Test Results

https://cesba-med.interreg-med.eu/results/deliverables/detail/?tx_elibrary_pi1[livrable]=7531&tx_elibrary_pi1[action]=show&tx_elibrary_pi1[controller]=Frontend/Livrable&cHash=f9734eb759bdff5f1cd23978f5cbc60c


Capitalize on Existing Knowledge for 
SUSTAINABLE MEDITERRANEAN CITIES

14

https://www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/sustainable-med-cities

Spain: Government of Catalonia

Italy: iiSBE Italia R&D srl

Greece: National Observatory of Athens

UN Environment Programme - Mediterranean Action Plan

MedCities Association

Jordan: Greater Irbid Municipality

Lebanon: Moukhtara Municipality

Tunisia: Municipality of Sousse

https://www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/sustainable-med-cities
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OPEN ACCESS ARTICLE
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Open Access:    https://doi.org/10.3390/en12224243

https://doi.org/10.3390/en12224243


The Sustainable MED Cities Team (2021-2023)

https://www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/sustainable-med-cities

Spain: Government of Catalonia  Italy: iiSBE Italia R&D srl  Tunisia: Municipality of Sousse
 Lebanon: Moukhtara Municipality  Jordan: Greater Irbid Municipality  Greece: National
Observatory of Athens  UNEP: United Nations Environment Programme - Mediterranean
Action Plan  MedCites: MedCities Association

Coordinator: Government of Catalonia

Partnership - 8 Organizations from 6 Countries
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Disclaimer: This presentation reflects the views only of the authors who have made every effort to prepare this material for the benefit of the public in light of current and available information. It does not represent the opinion of the European Union. Neither the 
European Union institutions and bodies nor the authors may be held responsible for the use which may be made of the information contained therein.

https://cesba-med.interreg-med.eu/
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