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|. DEFINING the Geopolitical System




ackinder’s world...
Supras
Island’

System: ‘East
or EU’s Near Abro

Sir Halford Mackinder ‘s(1861-1947)
work: The “founding father” of the
modern Anglosaxon geopolitical
methodological analysis of
International Relations...
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Who rules East Europe commands-the
Heartland; who rules the Heartland
commands the World-Islaria; who rules the
World-Islana controls the world.

[Mackinder, Democratic Ideals and Reality, p. 106]

Dr. G. Filis - Great Game of the E. Med.




The System in question: EU’s Near Abroad " ope
Three Sub-systems (Interrelated-Overlapping) : EU/Greece’s Geopolltlcal

I.  Northern Sector [NC]: Eastern Europe [EE] Reality/Cha"enges
Il. Central Sector [CS]: Black Sea-Straits-Aegean-

Eastern Mediterranean Water Axis [BSSAEM]
Ill. Southern Sector [SS]: Broader Middle East & North
Africa [MENA]

» Common Geopolitical Factor(s) connecting them in a o -
meaningful whole [System]: A process that since 2010 leads fg gy
most of the countries of the system (sub-systems) to: ~
* A fundamental DESTRUCTION of the existing

defence-political-economic-cultural pillars of state
ower

* A painful RESTRUCTURING is taking place
* A new STRUCTURE will soon arise

RUSSIA

. -

» The major geopolitical / geocultural (f)actors (national-

subnational-supranational) that decisively affect - NOT ALL IN
A NEGATIVE MANNER NECESSARILY- the sub-systems
(thus the system) in question are: RUSSIA - TURKEY -
Islamic Sectarian Friction

cS-BME&NA
power Play

mismﬁ Secularism / |§E

aa\/s Sunni / Isl

Dr. G. Fili ame of the E. Med.



. European
Arab Spring & “North” - EU/Greece’s Geopolitical

"‘ Political/Armed Unrest: Creditors .
“Cutting —Throat” competition Reality/Challenges

\.”‘ European Sovereign Debt

Crisis :“Organized” competition

European
“South” -
Borrower

South Gas
Corridor

mVs Secularism /

% Sunni / Islamis
Shia Vs ISIS

Dr. G. Fili ame of the E. Med.



A modern “migration of

Factors Deteriorating the the nations”’

Problem Y

s .
. Economic crisis Central. SNCentraI & Ea.ster.n VS South:
2. General dissatisfaction N O proper registration-

B identification”

B o South VS Eastern & Central:
| “They act on a unilateral base”
oSouth & Central VS Eastern:
“They do not demonstrate
solidarity”

about the EU functions

Extreme-right rise

4. Tremendous increase
of the refugee/migrant
flows

5. Internal security
concerns / terrorism / : . Eastern
geopolitical uncertainty v\; "

W

(Hybrid threat / terrorism
/ Western Balkan
uncertainty / Revisionist
Powers)

EU/Greece’s Geopolitical
Reality/Challenges

Dr. G. Filis - Great Game of the E. Med.



’ [ ]
EU/Greece’s Geoeconomic o Falling share of the world

Reality/Challenges . population: 20% ¢ (25% of world

& population) — 2060 (6% of world
population)

o EU27 population is aging: Average
45yrs (2030, the most “aged” region of
the planet

" 0 EU27 share of global GDP is
shrinking: Now 22% of world GDP —
2030 (20%) / loss of competitiveness

o EURO is a global player with
increased competition: China’s Yuan
-2017, 11% of IMPF’s basket of
currencies (SDR)

o EU27 represents a ‘“‘soft power”
not being able to use force when

coercion prevails over rules
, o “RACETO THE BOTTOM”

Dr. G.»Fi>li_s - Great Game of the E. Med.



EU/Greece’s Geoeconomic
Reality/Challenges

| Ao ALKAN CANAL

Dr. GF|I|s - G-u;'e:at'Came of the E. Med.



The four major forms of power

Defence-Security Economy Politics Culture
I. State 1. Energy |. Political-societal 1. Alternative to the
revisionism Security arrangements European one identities
2. ‘ColdWar’ concerns fundamentally which in the best case
conditions & Economic different of the scenario are not hostile
militarization losses due to Western-type but incompatible to the
bilateral relations undergoing democracies West, in the worst case
3. All types of economic & 2. Based on scenario are directly
armed conflicts trade war obsolete belligerent with the
(from full scale war Socio- experiences - rationalistic framework of
to proxy war) economic incompatible the European polity
4. Transfer of pressures due and hostile to 2. These alternative ideologies
belligerent to human the Western encompass expansionist /
conditions to trafficking paradigm imperialist /
western societies Articulation 3. Ruling elites — fundamentalist
5. De facto of where they are- connotations which
collapse of the alternative seem well overlap and collide not only
WWI border narratives established, with the European paradigm
arrangements & regarding the without serious but between each other as
nation-building global opposition well
processes economic
arrangements
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The four major forms of power

Defence-Security Economy Culture

Solidify Euro-Atlantic bonds

Meaningful EU CFSP/CSDP

EU Maritime Security Strategy
Russia: A modus vivendi (avoid new
Cold War / accept each others
legitimate security concerns /

* Further develop a
comprehensive Energy
Policy

* Solidarity —with no
exceptions- on the
migration/refugee problem

* Through “soft
power” try to engage
the neighboring
ideologies into a
cooperative and
mutually beneficial
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Ukraine: Minsk Agreement)
Turkey: Continuous cooperation
(EU-accession talks should remain
alive / EU should demonstrate
solidarity to Greece-Cyprus
legitimate interests / Cooperation on
the migration-refugee crisis (based
on the Common Statement
March2016 & Greek-Turkish
agreements)

. MENA:

Support Kurds (in Syria-lraq)

ISIS: treated as Hostes Humanis Generis

Back Egyptian government

Avoid Sunni-Shiite full scale war

Mediate on the Palestinian conflict

Viable reaction to the de facto

redrawing of the map

Russia: Trade war is
counter-productive: harms
member-states, some of
them might (re)act
unilaterally / Energy
relations need to change
not to collapse

Turkey:

The energy bond between

Ankara and Athens has to be
strengthened (i.e. TAP)

3. MENA:Humanitarian aid

/ facilitate peace process &
financial/technical aid to
decrease the human flows

(restructuring / creation
of jobs)

synergy

Politics

Engage new ruling
elites to dialogue &
cooperation

The ‘Caliphate’:
Conclude the
complete elimination
of its last territorial
remnants




The Future of the EU:
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' FUTURE OF EUROPE

FFutureOfEurope FEUZ27 Commission

March 1,2017:White Paper for the future of Europe
Road-map for EU’s future structure (EU27) — 5 scenarios

March 6, 2017: “mini-Summit” of Versailles
France-Germany-Italy-Spain: EU27 “multi-speed Europe or the EU will collapse” (Fr.)

March 25,2017: Rome Declaration (60th anniversary from the
treaties of Rome)

“We will act together, at different paces and intensity where necessary, while moving
in the same direction...Our union is undivided and indivisible”

March 29,2017: BREXIT process has been activated



The Future of the EU:
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5 Scenarios, no

4

Clear Answer

The five scenarios:

Carrying on

Nothing but the
single market

policy overview

Those who want
more do more

P

Doing less
more efficiently

Doing much
more together

Foreign policy & | Schengen, migration |  Economic& | Single market &

EU budget

Capacity to deliver

& securi Monetary trade

defence

Union

Single market is
strengthened, including
in the energy and digital
sectors; the EU27
pursues progressive
trade agreements

Incremental progress
on improwving the
funcooning of the suro
area

Cooperation i the
management of
external borders
stepped up gradually;
progress towards

a common asylum
system: improved
coordination on
securnity matters

Progress is made on
speaking wath one voice
on foreign affairs; closer
defence cooperaton

Partly modernised
to reflect the reform
agenda agreed at 27

Positive agenda for
action yiclds concrete
results; decision-making
remamns complex to
srasp. capacity to
deliver does not abw=ays
match expectations

Single market for
goods and capatal
strengthened; standasds
continue to differ; free
movement of people
and services not fully
guaranteed

Cooperation in the surc
area 1s limited

No single misration or
asylum policy, further
coordination on secunty
dealt wath bilaterally;
internal border controls
are more systematic

Some foreign polcy
issues are increasingly
dealt wath bilaterally:
defence cooperation
remains as it 1s today

Refocused to finance
essential functhions
needed for the single
market

Decision-making may
be easier to understand
but capacity to act
collectrvely 1s limited:
issues of common
concern often need to

be solved bilaterally

As in “Carrying
on”’, single marker
hened and
the EU27 pursues
progressive trade
agreements

is stre

As in “Carrying on™
except for a group of
countnies who deepen
cooperation in areas
such as taxation and
social standards

As in “Carrying on™
except for a group of
countnies who deepen
cooperation on secunty

and justice matters

Asin “Carrying on’™
except for a group of
countries who deepen
cooperation on defence,
focusing on mulitary
coordination and joint
equipment

As in “Carrying on™’;
additional budgets are
made available by some
Member States for the
areas where they decide

to do more

As in "Carrying on",

a positive agenda for
action at 27 yaelds
results; some groups
achieve more together
in certain domains;
decision-—malking
becomes more complex

Common standards
set to a minumum
but enforcement is
strengthened i1n areas
regulated at EU level:
trade exclusively dealt
wnath at EU level

Several steps are taken
to consolidate the euro
area and ensure its
stability: the EU27 does
less in some parts of
employment and social
policy

Cooperation on bordex
management, asylam
policies and counter—
terronmsm matters are
systematic

The EU speaks with
one voice on all
foreign policy issues;
a European Defence
Umnion 1s created

Signmificantly redesigned
to fit the new priorities
agreed at the level of
the EU27

Initnal agreement on
tasks to prooritise or
give up is challenging;
once in place, decision-
making may be easier
to understand; the EU
acts quucker and more
decisively where it has a
greater role

Single market
strengthened through
harmonisation of
standards and stronger
enforcement; trade
exclusively dealt wath at

EU level

Economic, financial and
fiscal Union 1s achieved
as enwvisioned in the
report of the Five
Presidents of June 2015

As in “Doing less more
efficiently’™,
on border management,

cooperation

asylaum policies and
counter-terrorism
matters are systemanc

As 1n “"Doing less more
efficiently’”, the EU
speaks wath one voice
on all foreign policy
issues; a European
Defence Umion 1s
created

Significantly
modermised and
increased, backed up by
own resources; a euro
area fiscal stabilisation
function 1s operational

Decaision-making 1s
faster and enforcement
is stronger across the
board; questons of
accountability arise for
some who feel that the
EU has taken too mmch
power away from the
Member States

14



The Future of the EU:
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Germany, Ireland and Scandinavia are most export-dependent on China
China share of total and extra-EU exports (EU member states plus United Kingdom, 2019)

o China larger
20%

18%
16%
14%

dverage

As share of extra-EU exports
H
=
=+

export market than United States

O

o United States larger export market than China

Germany
[ ]
Slovakia
E Finland
Denmark e .
Avustria Sweden l. UK
® ® |reland
Luxembourg Netherlands N 1
| ulgaria
Eﬁﬁ;;‘;w S pain &
Slovenia .Pﬂla”d.BEIEi“T' EJ" italy
Portugal Estonia eece
¢ Latvia
Romania LI
Croatia @ @@ dita
Lithuania Cyprus
0% 1% 2% | 3% 4% - - - -

EU-27 average

As share of total exports

15



The Future of the EU:
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5 Scenarios, no

s/

Clear Answer

Scenarios

Common Defence
& Security

Missions

Solidarity Shared Security

& Defence

Enhanced
resilience,
high-end

operations

Solidarity and
mutual assistance
(underpinned
operationnally)

High intensity
operations
(naval, air, land)

Solidarity
(financial
and operational)

Intelligence

Systematic Systematic : V. Standing
and common intelligence Yy 4 ) multinational Greater level
assessment sharing y 4 N & force components of integration
of threats b of defence
and contingency Y : : ] b G forces
planning & 3

European programmes
to develop cutting-edge Joint purchase of
technolgies multinational capabilities

Critical technologies T Common financing

Research Agency o E;gca%rlﬁ?:s”‘ Capabilities

Forces

16



EU-28 UNITED STATES

Total amount
€ 227 Bn € 545 Bn

% of GDP

1.54 3.5

mm Personnel

B Eguipment
(equipment procurement and RED)

-
/";\ 9 of total defence expenditure
(7]

B Other
< B Operations and maintenance

L 1
T
[ P d Investment per Soldier X &
o w Equipment procurement and R&D s 27639 108322
G Euro Euro
- S— ;
S5 0
g : Number of types of weapon systems* _ 178 ==
[} Examples: 2
m n Main battle tanks : ’: : :: ’:
o T WD B e v
17 1
ﬁ g Destroyers/frigates — - —
U Py i il i el —
Ow = -
Fighter planes > e *- »— >
B N WP S
> > » — P9

“For selected weaponsystems categories




* EU contribute more to defence

* ‘Rapprochement’ with Russia
* Alliance of the ‘willing’ /
unilateralism / regional defence
architecture

PIVOT AREA

* Pivot to Asia:
Concentration of
US military effort

* Combat Islamist Fundamentalism
* Alliance of the ‘willing’ / unilateralism /
regional defence architecture

New ‘Monroe
Doctrine’

New ‘Monroe
Doctrine’
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CANADA

THE FIVE EYES HAVE
DEVELOPED THESE

UNITED KINGDOM

PROGRAMS: A\‘ ' “
PRISM: COLLECTS INFORMATION FROM AT v,’. )\ 4
LEAST 9 MAIN US INTERNET COMPANIES ‘ ’

STATEROOM: DATA COLLECTION PROGRAM INVOLVING
INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS, RADIO, AND INTERNET TRAFFIC

a

TEMPORA: COMPUTER SYSTEM USED TO
INTERCEPT ONLINE AND TELEPHONE TRAFFIC

Y

MUSCULAR: SURVEILLANCE
PROGRAM SIMILAR TO PRISM

AUSTRALIA

XKEYSCORE: COMPUTER PROGRAM USED TO
SEARCH AND ANALYSE GLOBAL INTERNET DATA

fi=-

- e
~Emmm—
= UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

NEW ZEALAND

Q3:What the US (and the UK)
Really Want from/for the EU?

Saving
the euro



The Anglo-saxon traditibnal
Geopolitical theory suggests that...

Continental Europe should never be
‘unified’ under a sole continental power

Europe, should never be ‘interlinked’ to
Russia (Heartland / Pivot area)

If Europe will be ‘unified’ and if this Europe will
be ‘connected’ with Russia then the emerging
power of the combined forces of these two
geopolitical actors might threaten
Anglosaxon geopolitical supremacy on
the World Island and then on the planet

...thus, the “Solution” includes:

This kind of “architecture” in Western,
South and Central Europe that will not
allow the emergence of a really cohesive
entity

A “buffer/controlled zone” in E. Europe
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‘Belt Road Initiative’ & RUSSIA

CHINA:

73]
o

IC

Asia’... Cooperative OR Antagonist

China aims to build a global infrastructure network
“Belt and Road” infrastructure projects, planned and completed (March 2017) ————

ecaroe irme
TEREEE

| Silk Road Economic Belt Maritime Silk Road AllB member states
of the 21st Century

Halsinkl,
Talinn!

RUSSIA

=an
N UZBEKISTAN, — —_—
- - NGy zigaya
$3ackid Plrc o s Athens S 12 -t

_X[20 o Zhengzhou

an  Suzhou
i
i

Kupeing | Chenssha ® Fuzhou

Raerabshah
— anning ® Quanzhou

INDIA  Kolkata

Sittwe_
-

8as fleld MYANMA]

IR rg‘
Addgis S
ABSE "Rl

= MALAYSIA
ingapore

Projects subsumed under _Belt and Road”
by the Chinese authorities:
Gas pipelines:

@ Proposed economic  e—— existing T

<corridors ®—— panned or under construction

= s

Rallroad oil L
o—— existing o existing Spanduag
@—— planned orunder @ pianned or undes construction

ceastruction
Ports with Chinese engagement:
— exisTing
pRANed o under CoNSTReCTIon

A ESCCPLTTT g

Source: MERICS research

eec THE MEMBER STATES OF THE EURASIAN
RIS ECONOMIC UNION

The Republic of Armenia b = -
joined the EAEU on
2 January 2015

The Kyvrgyvz Republic
joined the EAEU on
12 August201S

Shareof world
TotalInternal Trade: Total External Trade: production:

2014:$57.4bln. USD 2014:$868bln. USD vaturalgas: 18.4%%
Oil: 14.6%6

Omeles




Q5:Who is the main adversary for each (f)actor?
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ISTANBUL
TURKEY

2.

ion

KEY

% Continental shelf claimed by Libya

[* Continental shelf claimed by Turkey
Turkey EEZ
Greece EEZ

Cyprus EEZ

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

/ Turkish survey area N ETIT | Turkish survey area

T— =l 3 A dwd S0

Aegean On Edge: Greek & Turkish
Military Strength Compared

Selected miilitary equipment/personnel of Greece and
Turkey compared in 2020"

m i= Greece m & Turkey
Ground Forces ) Aircraft

What will happen to our reg

The Greek =Turkish Conundrum

Q6

Active- duty personnel*” ‘ ates | [ Fighter jets | —— J P
vq 13 16 e S - 'y 4 -
107,593 gt »
| === 355,000 | Corvette/patrol/attack vessels — N .
L =2 T c air f il . . . l
- : : —— n’\phlblous warfare ships ) 3
b e I a&* . - —A

33 &
Submerlnes e &4

_13 : l

*  Estimations - naval totals include active vessels and Turkish i l 3

transport total includes aerial refuelling aircraft.
** 2019 for Greece, 2015 for Turkey.
Sources: The Drive, armedforces.eu, news reports

O S statista =a



o ‘{ { IRK __ﬂ‘{ NUSAYBIN MILITARY SITUATION

[ KHABUR {’"' IN SYRIA-
* %, | PRO-TURKISH SOURCES CLAIM THAT 9 SDF MEMBERS %A e N YR A lRAQ

"
, é - I \WERE KILLED IN RECENT CLASHES NEAR AYN ISSA. %’5" . RAW ANDU MARCH 31, 2020 12:00 UTC
¢ Camd ANDIJ B — HAbAKAH ‘ %) - ~
TURKISH ARMY UNITS REGULARLY XA M ' SYRIAN ARAEB ARMY
PATROL THE AREA OF ARIHAH _SﬂN(iA'- Abe ERBIL RANYE
I Q= Dl\nf\l\u Al.RA'A| LAKE eV
, ;‘_;, 'DL'l THE SDF IS CONDUCTING A SECURITY OPERATION IN THE HASAKAH \ ' DUGNES Ry SDF / YPG =
4 i T N ; ,
= SN COUNTRYSIDE AFTER SEVERAL ISIS MEMBERS FLED THE LOCAL PRISON. Y AL UN'KUPRI A\~ pESHMERGA
o~ () W\ SILEMANI;
- ‘hy' _ HATRA BUNJIHAH) h KlRKU K i
: I AL-DHUHUR . Y ( ISIS
ITHRIYA E HAWLJA N 3
@) \PRO-TURKISH SOURCES CLAIM THAT THE SYRIAN ARMY CEMCEMALL ¥ ece’ | VARIOUS MILITANT =
= SHELLED POSITIONS OF IDLIB MILITANTS NEAR AFIS. AL-BUSARIYAH BAIJI N v | | GROUPS ,
TARTUD | o750 : MAYADINS= - . g TURKISH-BACKED |
HOM S \ SUKHNA - LTHE US DEPLOYED PATRIOT AIR DEFENSESYSTEMS || ** MILITANT GROUPS
K PALMYRA : AT THE B“A,?ES OF KIRKUK AND AYN AL-ASSAD. % A QAMISHLI - DAMASCUS
AU MAIZELEHy VAN -?U 7 = QUNEITRA -
3 5AL QARYATAYN HUMAYWH L ALgEUKAMAL" AL-QADISIY; H | S AM ARR I\ . é“ : DARAA - DAMASCUS
o) BIR/AL-ASI ’ G, O
S }AL N‘ABK’ N DUWAYKHILAH AL{A IM 'AANAH\ ‘ » HAMREIN ‘ L ‘ -\ - ALEPP -
S /& pLBAWDAH HADITHAH AL THARTHAR " » LATAKIA - ALEPPO |
] AZ 208" AKASHAT i LAKE '\v = AL YA'RUBIYAH

R
3 ‘i‘ . LATAKIA - ALEPPO

ARYAT H 3STATION ‘/R@QQ B A(H DAD ‘ ;:’.-\ : AL-BUKAMAL

HABBANIYAH

BARIM 3
i R% QI AIR FORCE CONDUCTED AIRSTRIKES ON |
SETS ACROSS SALAH AD-DIN PROVINCE.
AR RALLALAH

What will happen to our reg
The MENA Challenges

s AL-NASIEIYAH
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MILITARY SITUATION IN LIBYA DECEMBER 09, 2020

AREAS OF DIRECT CONTROL

LIBYAN NATIONAL ARMY [ |
AND ALLIED FORCES .

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL [ |
ACCORD AND ALLIED FORCES

TABU MILITIAS

ON DECEMBER 8, A TURKISH SHIP SAILING UNDER A JAMAICAN FLAG  TUAREG MILITIAS |
WAS INTERCEPTED BY THE LNA NEAR LIBYA’S COAST. THE SHIP ISIS PRESENCE Il
& WAS EN ROUTE TO THE GNA-CONTROLLED PORT CITY OF MISRATA >
e
c
R

ON DECEMBER 8 THE GNA DEFENSE MINISTER GNA MILITARY COMMANDERS p
AND MEMBERS OF THE GNA 5+5 COMMITTEE MET TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION
E IN SOUTH OF LIBYA AND THE CEASEFIRE

®= | TUGHI, THE COMMANDER OF THE TRIANGLE ROOM, IN THE JOINT SECURITY
COMMITTEE OF THE SABHA MILITARY DISTRICT IN SABHA TOWN

What will happen to our reg
The MENA Challenges

A UN REPORT SAYS FOUR TYPES OF MISSILES HAVE BEEN FOUND IN LIBYA
ONE OF THEM IS THE IRANIAN-MADE DEHLAWIYA ANTI-TANK MISSILE

Q6

AIRPORT/AIRBASE

OIL REFINERIES/STORAGES
MAJOR PORT/NAVAL BASE
OIL PIPELINES/FIELDS

GAS PIPELINES/FIELDS
ROAD -




I SW Russia-"Turkey Competition

October 27, 2020

Volgograd

Vvienna

Budapest

2.

.
Bucharest '
'
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- 4 S =t
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Arhens . ~

Baghdao

Amman

Kuwast Ci

E .Med.-MENA
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What will happen to our reg

D Russian Miltary Influence

D Turkish Military Influence

D Nagomo-Kambakh C] Russia
- Russian Seized Territory E Turkey

I:] Greek Islands within Turkish Ma ritirme Gaim

Q6

Turkish Martime Claim (2oth
Intemationally-Recognized and Disputed )
™1 RussianMarittme O aim (Both
= 7 Intemationally-Recognized and Disputed )

. Russian Base DI"G FIIIS

Gr¥cEmiav i pRakh |




Q7:Towards a New-Medivalism?
[Hedley Bull (1932-1985), The Anarchical Society — A Study of Order in World Politics?, 1977]

The nation-state is not the sole
source of power in the international
scene,a complex network-grid of
overlapping authorities (subnational-
national-supranational) and overlaying
allegiances has been developed

Five characteristics which provide prima facie the
proof of this trend:

Regional integration projects
Dismantlement of existing state-formations

Restoration of a practice of the use of military /
coercive force from non-state agents

Emergence of Supranational Organizations

Global integration through technological
advancements




EU’s/Greeces’ Near Abroad, a geopolitical system which covers EU’s
neighboring Eastern & Southern space involves three major geopolitical
(flactors — Russia, Turkey, Islamic Sectarian Friction, and undergoes a
fundamental restructuring in all the main pillars of power (defence-
security, economic, political, cultural)

These transformations result to an increased level of challenges and
threats.
Security: EU/Greece has to respond to all kinds of armed
conflicts and prepare to defend its vital interests within its
interior & adjunct Seas.
Economy: Energy-security issues, human trafficking & the financial
crisis are pressing and demand a cumulative response.
Political & cultural parameters: EU/Greece will have to prepare
itself to coexist and/or confront with political systems and
identities that in the best case scenario are not compatible or are
semi-compatible with the European standards, in the worse case
scenario are explicitly hostile and belligerent
EU needs to solve its main existential issue of internal legitimacy /
future direction as it has been emerged through the ashes of the
financial, refugee and COVID-19 crises, .

)
Y,
1
<
£
0
e
60
=
©
=
V
c
o
O
)




‘ Greece’s important geopolitical position decisively contributes on
the geopolitical / geoeconomic / geocultural posturing of the West
in general.

The chaotic conditions in EU’s ‘Near Abroad, the current internal
legitimacy deficit along with the policies of the other major extra-
regional geopolitical (f)actors in the geopolitical system in question
could be approached through an explanatory model that
includes

A major re-conseptualization of the main priorities of the
world powers,

A closer scrutiny of the main geopolitical tradition as it has
been developed in the Anglosaxon world and

A deeper debate on the true nature of an emerging
international system which departs from the more secure,
simplistic and understandable Westphalian paradigm
and emulates a more aggressive, complex, chaotic full
of challenges and opportunities though, romantic (?)
Neo-Medieval one.
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S “the possession of Greece ... would
probably carry with it the control of the
World-Island [Europe-Asia-Africa)”
[Mackinder, Democratic Ideals and Reality, p. |164] A F
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[Mackinder, Democratic Ideals and Reality, p. 107]
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