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Trans Balkan Pipeline — a EC priority in the Region ?
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SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) analysis of the Energy
Community Contracting Parties, as a region




‘ Energy Community

Opportunities

Being at the cross roads between Central Europe, Southern Europe and the Middle East, the region’s
position also grants it an important geopolitical significance. With Ukraine joining the Energy Community,
the most significant route for transport of Russian natural gas to Europe has been integrated into the
internal market.

A recent World Bank study listed the numerous opportunities to be gained from the wholesale market
opening in the region.22 Above all, higher electricity and gas prices are expected to attract new
Investments, thus boosting the overall security of supply| The wholesale market opening would help pave

the way for competition, enabling an easier market entry for new suppliers. A common, well
interconnected market could better attract new gas suppliers to the region. Thanks to competition,
consumers would benefit from broader product and service assortment.

New investments should be directed predominantly towards new renewable energy generation and
natural gas fired power plants, whose potential both in term of enhanced security of supply and
contribution to reduced emission remains untapped as of today in the region. The latter is particular
iImportant also in light of the role of natural gas can play as back up fuel in a market with high penetration
of interruptible energy source as the ambitions on renewables seem to imply. In general investment
should be directed towards any project that would help meeting the requirements of the LCP Directive.



Securing Natural Gas
Supply



Underground Gas Storages Banatski Dvor and Itebej




Interconnector Bulgaria Serbia (IBS)

Interconnection route: Nis - Dimitrovgrad (Serbia) — Sofia (Bulgaria)
Technical parameters (serbian section) :

- Pipeline Capacity 1.8 bcm/y

- Pipeline length 108 km

- Pipeline Diameter 700 mm

- Input Pressure 55 bar

Investment cost (Serbian part): 86m €

Project Status: FS available
Technical Design & Spatial Plan in progress

Financial structure: IPA grant support expected

Commissioning year: 2020
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